Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories — Vol. 17 No. 4
(January 1955)

Evaluation Date: April 1,2026
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Summary of Observations

The comic retains both covers and all interior pages, which remain attached and aligned. The front
and back covers lie flat with no visible spine separation. Interior pages show cream-to-light-tan
paper color with consistent toning across photographed pages and no evidence of cracking during
the brittleness test.

Structural defects are concentrated at the staple and centerfold fold areas. Both staples show
heavy, dark rust, with visible rust transfer to surrounding paper fibers. At the centerfold, the
paper surrounding each staple hole is torn, enlarged, and frayed, with measurable loss of
original paper material immediately adjacent to the staple penetrations. These defects are localized
but clearly visible and mechanically significant.

No detached pages are present, but the centerfold attachment depends on torn and thinned
paper fibers rather than intact fold stock. Aside from staple-related damage, wear consists of
minor edge wear and corner rounding consistent with handling.

Front Cover — Observations (IMG_2059)

Photo Condition & Quality

Sharp, well-lit image showing full cover area, all edges, corners, and spine edge.
Findings

e Top edge: continuous but uneven, with shallow edge abrasion visible along approximately
35-40 mm of the upper margin.
e Bottom edge: intact, with two small nicks measuring approximately 2-3 mm each near the
center.
e Corners:
o Upper left and upper right corners show rounded curvature with no missing
material.
o Lower corners rounded slightly more, with edge blunting extending ~4-5mm
inward.
e Spine edge: continuous, no splitting observed from top to bottom.
Surface: fine linear surface scuffing visible at mid-lower area of green field; no gloss break.

Overall Impression

Front cover remains structurally intact with edge rounding and light abrasion only.



Back Cover — Observations (IMG_2060)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear image showing entire advertisement and all margins.
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Findings

e Upper edge: intact with slight waviness; no tears.

e Lower edge: single shallow edge abrasion ~6 mm wide, superficial.

e Corners: consistent rounding similar to front cover.

o Surface: scattered, pinpoint dark specks (likely surface soil) across lower third; no staining
halos.

Overall Impression

Back cover intact with minor surface soil and edge wear only.

Interior Pages — Observations (IMG_2061-IMG_2065)

Page Color

Cream to light tan, consistent across photographed pages.
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Findings

e No full-thickness tears observed on any photographed interior page.

e Bottom margins: slight waviness visible along approximately 8-12 mm of multiple pages; no
fiber break.

o Corners: small corner bends on lower outer corners, bending depth approximately 6-8 mm.

¢ No writing, stamps, or stains observed.

Overall Impression

Interior pages are intact with light edge and corner wear only.




Centerfold — Observations (IMG_2066)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear image showing both pages, fold line, and both staple penetrations.




Findings

Upper staple hole:
o Original round staple perforation enlarged into an irregular oval opening
approximately 3.5-4 mm wide.
o Paper fibers torn and frayed along the vertical fold for approximately 7mm above
and below the staple hole.
o Brown rust staining radiates outward up to approximately 5 mm from the hole.
Lower staple hole:
o Staple perforation enlarged to approximately 4-4.5 mm width.
o lrregular paper loss visible on the fold edge, with missing fibers extending
approximately 5 mm along the fold.
o Rust staining extending up to 6 mm into adjacent paper.
Fold line between staples:
o Visible thinning of paper fibers; surface texture uneven, indicating loss of original
fold strength.
Centerfold pages remain connected at both staples; no complete separation observed.

Overall Impression

Centerfold remains attached, but both staple penetrations show measurable tearing,
enlargement, and paper loss, with rust migration into the fold.



Spine — Observations (IMG_2067)

Photo Condition & Quality

Side-profile image showing full spine height.

Findings

e Spine remains straight with uniform curvature.
e No exterior spine splitting detected.
e Internal rust discoloration visible at both staple positions through the spine paper.

Overall Impression

Spine exterior intact; internal deterioration localized at staple points.



Upper Staple — Observations (IMG_2068)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear macro image of metal and surrounding paper.

Findings

e Staple surface shows heavy, dark brown rust covering most of the visible metal.

e Rust surface texture uneven, granular.

e Adjacent paper directly under staple crown shows paper thinning and discoloration over
an area approximately 4x5 mm.

e No metal fracture observed.

Overall Impression

Upper staple intact but severely corroded with adjacent paper degradation.



Lower Staple — Observations (IMG_2069)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear macro image.

Findings
e Rust coverage similar to upper staple; metal surface fully oxidized.
e Surrounding paper shows irregular fiber breakup extending approximately 3-4 mm from

the staple legs.
¢ No complete tear-through visible beyond immediate staple area.

Overall Impression

Lower staple intact but heavily rusted with measurable fiber disruption.




Brittleness Test — Observations (IMG_2070)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear macro image showing a page corner bent outward against a neutral background, with fibers
and surface texture sharply visible.

Findings

e Page corner flexed without audible cracking.
e Bent area returns partially toward flat, indicating retained flexibility.

Overall Impression

Paper not brittle.



